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Academic Day starts with - August 2023

e Greeting with saying ‘Namaste’ by joining Hands together following
by 2-3 Minutes Happy session, Celebrating birthday of any student of

respective class and National Anthem.

Lecture Starts with-
Review of previous Session
What is Social Research?
What is Social research:

Social sciences are not exact science like physical sciences. It deals with human
beings. Human nature and mans environment are so complex, that it is more
difficult to comprehend and predict human behavior than the physical

phenomena.

Social science research is a systematic method of exploring, analyzing and

conceptualizing human life in order to extend, correct or verify knowledge of
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human behavior and social life. Social research seeks to find explanations to
unexplained phenomena, to clarify the doubtful and correct the misconceived
fact of social life. It involves the application of scientific method for
understanding and analyzing of social life inorder to correct and verify the
existing knowledge as a system. The main idea behind social research is to
discover new inter relations, new knowledge, new facts and also to verify old
ones. Human behavior may be involved by certain values and laws. The main
purpose of social research is to discover those laws which can be proper
guidelines for studying human contact and behavior.lt is difficult see the
underlying uniformities in the diversity of complex human behavior. Social
research can be defined as the systematic and objective analysis and recording
of controlled observations that may lead to the development of generalization,
principles or theories resulting in prediction and possibly ultimate control of

events in society. It attempts to answer or solve social problems.
Definition of Social Search

According to C. A. Moser : “Social research is a systematized investigation to

gain new knowledge about social phenomenon and problems.”

According to P.V. Young: “Social research is a scientific undertaking which by
means of logical methods, aim to discover new facts or old facts and to analyze
their sequences, interrelationships, casual explanations and natural laws which

govern them.”
Objectives of social research
e To facilitate the understanding of human behavior.

e To acquire knowledge about social phenomena, events, issue, problems

etc.

e To identify functional relationship existing in the social phenomena.
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To find out the natural laws that regulates or directs social phenomena.

To standardize the society concept, e.g. culture, struggle, generation gap,

social distance etc.
To formulate solution to social problems.

To maintain social organization, remove social tension, misconception,

etc.

To develop social revival plan.

Characteristics of social research

It is directed towards the solution of problems. The ultimate goal is to

discover cause-and-effect relationship between social problems.

It emphasis the development of generalizations, principles or theories that

will be helpful in predicting future occurrences.
It is based upon observable experience or empirical evidence.

It demands accurate observations and description. Researchers may

choose from a variety or non qualitative description of their observations.

It involves gathering new data from primary sources or using existence

data for new purpose.

Although social research activities may at time be somewhat random and
unsystematic, it is more often characterized by carefully designed
procedure that applies rigorous analysis.

It requires expertise. The researcher knows what is already known about

the problem and how others have investigated.

It strives to the objective and logical applying every possible test to

validate the procedure employed, data collected and conclusion reached.
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e It involves the guests for answer to unsolved problems.

e |t is characterized by patient and unhurried activity. Researcher must
expect disappointment and discouragement as they pursue the answer to

difficult question.

e It is carefully recorded and reported. Each important term is defined,
limiting factors are recognized, procedures are described in detail,
reference are carefully documented, results are objectively recorded and

conclusions are presented with scholarly caution and restraint.
e [t is interdisciplinary in nature

e It sometimes requires courage.

Types of Social Research :
Basic research:

It is also called fundamental research. It is undertaken to improve our
understanding of certain problems that commonly occur in social setting and
how to solve them. It undertaken for sole purpose of adding to our knowledge
that is fundamental and generalizable. This type of research may have no

immediate or planned application.

Applied research:

It is also called action or decisional research. It is undertaken in response to a
social problem, which requires a solution. Its major purpose is to answer
practical and useful question. The results are practically applied to solve
immediate problems. It involves normative prescription. As applied research id
concerned with knowledge that has immediate application. It is also called

decisional research.
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Functions of Social Research
The important functions of social science research are discussed below;
a)  Discovery of facts and their interpretation.

Social research provides answer to questions of what, when, how and why of
man, social life and institutions. Discover of facts and their inter relationship
help us to discard distortions and contribute to our understanding of social

reality.
b)  Diagnosis of problems and their analysis.

Our society has innumerable problems such as poverty, unemployment,
economic inequality, social tension etc,. The nature and dimensions of such
problems have to be diagnosed and analyzed. An analysis of problems leads to

an identification of appropriate remedial actions.
C) Systematization of knowledge.

The facts discovered through research are systematized and the body of

knowledge is developed. It contributes to the growth of theory building.

d)  Control over social phenomena.

Research in social science provides first hand information about the nature of
social institutions. This knowledge helps us to control over the social

phenomena.
e) Prediction.

Social research aims at finding an order among social fact and their casual

relations. This affords a sound basis for prediction in several cases.

f) Development planning.

Systematic research can give us the required data base for planning and

designing developmental schemes and programmes.
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g)  Social welfare.

Social research can identify the causes of social evils and problems. It can thus
help in taking appropriate remedial actions. It also provides guideline for social

welfare.

The fields of social science research unlimited and the materials of research are
endless. Every group of social phenomena, every phase of human life and every
stages of past and present development are materials for the social scientist. The
area of research in various social sciences provides vast scope for research in

social sciences.
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